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TO THE REVEREND 


The VICAR of KIDDERMINSTER. 


WE, your pariſhioners, whoſe names are hereunto 
affixed, bes leave to aſſure you of our warmeſt appro- 
bation of your ſentiments, delivered laſt Sunday, in 
aid of our gracious Majeſty's Proclamation for the 
defence. and preſervation of our eſtabliſhed Conſtitution. 


We humbly beg leave to ſay, that our ſentiments 
perfectly coincide with yours: and ſhould you be 
inclined to gratify the requeſt of your friends, you 
will favour us with a printed copy of what we 
liſtened to with ſo much pleaſure when delivered ta 
us from the pulpit. 


June gth, 1792. 


——— — — —ͤ—ͤ— — — 
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TO MY WORTHY 


PARISHIONERS of KIDDERMINSTER. 
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THE above requeſt, figned by one hundred and 
thirty of my moſt reſpectable pariſhioners, commanded 
an immediate acquieſcence, and my ſincereſt acknow- 
ledgments for the bonour with which you have diſ- 
tinguiſhed me, ſbould have reaſon to condemn 


myſelf 
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myſelf if, as your paſtor, I did not ſet the higheſt 
value upon your good opinion; and, in other reſpects, 
T ought to receive great ſatisfaction from your obliging 
behaviour on the preſent occaſion: for I cannot but 
think that the Royal Proclamation, and that too 
enforced by the concurring ſentiments of the Britiſb 
Parliament, claims the utmoſt reſpect from the Britiſh 
fubjet; and therefore (whatever might be my own 
opinion of the following diſcourſe as a compoſition) as 
it was an expreſſion, however unpremeditated, of my 
fentiments and principles as a Britiſh citizen and a 
Chriſftian—of ſuch ſentiments and principles as I early 
imbibed at my ſchool and college, I efteem it my duty, 
upon this occaſion, to publiſh (under your authority) 
what I efteemed it my duty to preach, at a time when 
you ſeem (by the above kind requeſt) to have thought 
with me, that the inſulted Conſtitution of our renowned 
empire, demanded not merely the avowal of regular 
principles, but the firme/# and moſt open diſplay of juſt 
affections, as à neceſſary defence againſt the vicious 
and impaſſioned activity of its aſſailants —T have 
the honour to be 
Your very fincere and obliged friend, 


GEORGE BUTT. 


KiDDERMINSTER, 


June 12th, 1792. 


SERMON. 


MATTHEW XXii. 21. 


Then faith he unto them, render, therefore, unto 
Cæſar, the things which are Caeſar's ; and 
unto God, the things that are God's. 


HEN I underſtood that the loyal 
Magiſtracy of this place meant to 
bring forwards an addreſs of thanks to our 
moſt gracious Sovereign, for his proclamation, 
I willingly received ſuch an. intention, as a 
command to me to co-operate with their 
laudable zeal, and to lend it, in my place, 
every enforcement in my power; being ever 
of an opinion, that the welfare of a nation 
cannot otherwiſe be ſecured, than by the 
moſt harmonious concurrence of Church and 
State, of the Clergy and the Magiſtracy : 
this is the principle of reaſon—this the 
B | principle 
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principle of our national conſtitution—this 
the chief conſtituent of its excellency, and 
the chief ſource of its proſperity ; it has been 
a principle adopted into practice by all the 
wiſeſt ages and nations—and experience has 
confirmed the rectitude of the theory. Some 
well-meaning diflidents from our eſtabliſhed 
church, may not have experienced, under 
its ſhelter, the inconvenience of an oppoſite 
opinion ; but 1 ſincerely pray God, for their 
ſake, as well as our own, that the enemies 
of our common Chriſtianity may not bring 
the principle of no eſtabliſhment to that 
horrible teft, which it will be one of the 
important advantages of his Majeſty's ſeaſon- 

able and fatherly proclamation to prevent. 
This authoritative proclamation informs us 
of the following alarming facts: that many 
wicked and ſeditious writings have been pub- 
liſhed, and induſtriouſly diſperſed (fo active 
is the zeal of the incendiaries), in order to 
ripen their effects, and bring to rapid maturity 
the purpoſed tumult and diſorder. And, for 
this tremendous end, diſcontent is foſtered, 
by traducing -and vilifying our laws and 
happy conſtitution in Church and State ; and 
the 
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the glotious Revolution itſelf —that bulwark 
of our liberties, and that temple of our glory 
—continually fince ſtrengthened and adorned 
with additional proviſions for ſecuring our 
freedom—is (as our chief ſtrength and irre- 
futable argument) traduced, undermined, and 
aſſailed with a malignant cunning, and with 
all the rancour of ſecret envy and avowed 
hatred. And that theſe prime movers of 
ſedition—theſe more audacious leaders in hoſ-- 
tility—may be fully ſtrengthened in their evil 
work, diverſe other ſeditious writings, leſs 
obnoxious in their form, however equally fo 
in their purpoſe with the writings of the 
former, are publiſhed, and circulated with 
the utmoſt induſtry; and, by this art and 
addreſs, men, it ſeems, are to be inſenſibly 
brought to reliſh the bolder charges to ſedition; 
and are to be allured to ſwallow that poiſonous 
potion, which they ſtill would have rejected, 
but for the plauſible recommendation of theſe 
more artful agents of ſedition—theſe ſubaltern 
inliſters into the company of which they 
are not the leaders, This method of move- 
ment muſt be odious to a noble-minded 
nation ; but it 1s alſo very alarming—for, I 
B 2 | ſay, 
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ſay, it is a very malignant cunning, diſplayed 
in the induſtrious diſperſion, and the different 
deſcription of the inflammatory writings. 
Theſe obſervations are naturally ſuggeſted by 
the reſpective notice taken of both in the 
royal proclamation ; and we are wiſely ad- 
moniſhed by government, to guard againſt a 
hoſtile army in co-operation—one part of 
which meets us in the open field, whilſt the 
other condeſcends to ſkulk behind a hedge. 
Let us remember upon this occaſion, that 
we have the credit of national wiſdom, as 
well as ſpirit, to ſupport. To ſuſpect, is mean; 
but to be outwitted, may be fatal ; and the 
Sovereign of the realm apprizes us: and let 
us remember too, that he alſo apprizes us, 
that his well-informed government has reaſon 
to believe © that correſpondences have been 
« entered into with ſundry perſons in foreign 
e parts, with a view to forward the criminal 

% and wicked purpoſes above-mentioned.” 
Theſe are the important facts which the 
royal proclamation lays before us. And then 
our moſt gracious Monarch (the chief magiſ- 
trate of this great empire, whoſe illuſtrious 
anceſtors have held the ſceptre of England 
through 
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through a long ſeries of ages) affectionately 
condeſcends to give us the only needleſs in- 
formation :—in a word, that he is, and will 
be, the zealous friend of our conſtitution in 
Church and State;—in a word, that he loves 
us—and that his heart is entirely Britiſh. 
Then, as a proof that it is ſuch, he calls 
upon his ſubjects (his magiſtrates, as well as 
all others, according to their reſpective means 
and powers), to exert their utmoſt, in avoiding 
and diſcouraging all proceedings, tending to 
produce riot and confuſion. And he eſpecially 
charges the magiſtrates to execute their well- 
known duty; and ſolemnly informs them and 
all his ſubjects, that he is determined (for the 
preſervation of the peace, and happineſs of 
his faithful and loving people) to carry the 
laws vigorouſly into execution, againſt ſuch 
offenders as aforeſaid. 

If we did not ſee the neceſſity of this 
meaſure, it ſurely behoves us to believe it 
neceſſary, and neceſſary in the moſt urgent 
degree, for it is the meaſure of our governors, 
of them who muſt have the wideſt view of 
national affairs: nor whatever ſome (I enter 
not into their motives) may have preſumed 

to 
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to intimate, could ſuch a meaſure have been 
adopted, ſays our common ſenſe, if there was 
not the moſt alarming reaſon for it? It is 
but decent, it is but in truth our duty, to 
approve a meaſure, counſclled by them who 
are at the helm of the State, and are now 
ſurely conducting it with a glory which more 
than ſatisfies at home, and aſtoniſhes abroad; 
and which therefore its enemies, in proportion 
to their envious diſpleaſure, will be ſtimulated 
to impair. Ye cannot then, I ſay, ſuppoſe 
that ſuch a government would cauſeleſsly 
raiſe an alarm which might occaſion evil, 
unaccompanied with any counterbalance of 


good? No—ye cannot ſuppoſe it; and are 


therefore ready to render unto Cæſar, the 
things which are Czſar's—the reſpect which 
is due from a loyal people to a King, who is 
their father in affection, as well as office. 
Would to heaven that we needed the infor- 
mation of government, reſpecting enormities ſo 
manifeſt reſpecting perils ſo widely preſſing 
around us. This awakening proclamation is 
but the more ſolemn echo of the general 
alarm, and a gracious anſwer to the ſecret 
wiſh of all the wiſe and virtuous friends to our 


conſtitution 
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conſtitution in Church and State: it juſtifies 
private opinion, but it does not create it; and 
is a touchſtone of integrity, which may ir- 
ritate the guilty and alarm the wavering ; but 
neceſſity, ſays Prudence, now recommends 
it, and manly honour now demands it. It is 
alſo an inſtructive, a requiſite, and dignified 
reprimand of evil manners, and comes in aid 
to the cauſe of Chriſtianity itſelf, For I am 
far from being ſingular in thinking (indeed I 
am ſplendidly ſupported both in thinking and 
aſſerting), that the republican movements are 
the movements chiefly of that infidelity which 
thrives in diſorder, and riots in deſolation 
and which, from pride and envy, would de- 
ſtroy all that ancient and venerable order and 
ſubordination, which are foſtered by Chriſ- 
tianity, and foſter it in return ; fo that whilſt 


the former renders unto Czfar the things which 


are Cæſar's, the latter render unto God the 
things which are God's; and whilſt the ſtate 
aids religion with its laws and emoluments, 
this eſtabliſhes its tribunal in the conſcience, 
and ſuggeſts therein ſuch motives and ſuch 
precepts, as perfect the peace and the ſecurity, 
the joys and the honours of human ſociety, 

by 
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by giving the laſt finiſh to the human cha- 
racer. The tempers formed by Chriſtianity, 
its humility, gentleneſs, courteſy, mercy, 
Juſtice, patience, and piety, tend to render 
men almoſt equally happy under every form 
of government, by preventing that tyranny 
which depreſſes the governed, and that 
ſeditious inſolence which haraſſes the go- 
vernor ; they tend too to raiſe among all men 
of different perſuaſions, and among all nations, 
the one conteſt which is deſtructive of every 
other, the conteſt who ſhall be the moſt 
generous : this is the heavenly-tempered ſteel 
which ſtrikes off all the hydra-heads of Sel 
fiſhneſs. Intolerance, perſecution, and bi- 
gotry, fly before the ſtandard of the pacific 
Jeſus; and whilſt his charitable religion 
medicines away every unneceſſary evil of life, 
it teaches us to bear patiently its remaining 
evils, checks thoſe worldly biaſſes which 
throw the world into tumult, and raiſes man 
above it by the hopes of heaven. The Chriſ- 
tian then is a regenerated man, in whoſe 
character the moſt amiable and noble qualities 
are concentred, whoſe paſſions are ſo mode- 
rated reſpecting things temporal, that in theſe 

he 
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he finds nothing to excite his pride, envy, and 
contentious purſuit ; whoſe ſoul'is ſo ſeverely 
juſt, that he would not think, fay, or act 
what has the flighteſt tendency to injure a 
fellow creature; whoſe ſoul is ſo charitable 
and humane, as to be enlivened and enlarged 
to the utmoſt degree, into ſuch a provident 
and circumſpective regulation of its preſent 
conduct, as that no future evil to his fellow 
creature may reſult from it ; whilſt its heavenly, 
cheerful temper eyidently ſupports every open 
ration of benign principle, at the ſame time 
that it as evidently inſpires the moſt heroic 
and dauntleſs exertion, when he is called 
forth to reſiſt the enemies of public tran» 
quillity ; —for inſtance, as ye are now called 

forth 2s Chriſtians, as citizens, and as Britons, 
to unite with your fellow ſubjects, in defeneg 
of your religion and laws, your King and your 
Country, againſt attempts conducive, adapted, 
and enforced with the utmoſt energy of may 
lignant artifice, perſeverance, and audacity (an 
audacity inadmiſſible in any civilized ſtate), 
to level with the ground that fabric of go- 
vernment, which it has coſt a long courſe of 


ages to erect which is the moſt memorable 
E and 
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and admired work of experience, and which, it 
ſeems, is to be deſtroyed at the very inſtant 
in which it blazes abroad with unparalleled 
glory, demonſtrates its own deſert, and, re- 
ſpecting us, demands of our honour and good 
ſenſe, not merely a cool philoſophical verdict 
in its favour, but ſomething more; — but I 
appeal unto your hearts, and leave them to 
tell you what it demands at the moment when 
its exiſtence is threatened by filial ingratitude, 
by all-levelling, all-deſpiſing, and all-im- 
paſſioned infidelity, which, overlooking the 
next, is the more ardent reſpecting the preſent 
life—by' viſionary vanity—by low rapacity, 
unacquainted with juſtice, and familiar with 
envy—by the victims of vice, who would 
recover themſelves by the deſtruction of the 
virtuous—by the factious, who would be ex- 
alted, though upon a pyramid of blood-ſtained 
ruins—and by the diſcontented of every de- 
ſcription, who are not kind enough to make 
due allowances for public meaſures, and to 
conſider the ſurrounding difficulties of them 
who preſide over a great empire; nor juſt 
enough to acknowledge, that the majeſty of 
government muſt not (ſays the intereſt of all 
the 
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the governed) yield to menace; nor wife 
enough to ſee that the : Chriſtian and the 
Royaliſt of every deſcription, are too reſpect- 
able to be the dupes of the infidel, or to fear, 
in an age like this, the vaniſhing power of 
the bigot. After all (be it occaſioned by 
bigotry,” or any other form of ſelfiſhneſs), 
the moſt atrocious enemies to good order and 
the public peace, are they who, rather than 
not accompliſh their reſpective ends, and thoſe 
ends perhaps an evil to the whole community 
at large, to themſelves as well as others, 
would take the execution of the laws out of 
the hands of the wiſe—the well-informed— 
the magiſtrate—and intruſt it with thoſe who 
cannot, and who ought not to execute it ; 
whoſe movement tends to tumult and re- 
bellion—whoſe quiet is the greateſt good to 
themſelves and to ſociety—whoſe unquiet, fo 
tremendous an evil to mankind, that he who 
calls them into action, is ſo ſurpaſſing a 
traitor, that a name adequate to his guilt is 
not eaſy to be found. He is inflamed with 
ſuch malice againſt all mankind, that he 
would ſet fire to a nation at the peril of its 
inhabitants, rather than not accompliſh ſome 
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petty purpoſe of his own; he would act like 
that deſperate bigot (whoſe name is too well 
known), from whoſe raſhneſs the auguſt 


metropolis of this empire had been reduced 


into aſhes, had it not been for the noble ex- 
ertion of the public Father, who. now calls 
upon us, not only upon his magiſtrates; but 
all his ſubjects, at all times, and to the utmoſt 
of their power, to avoid and diſconrage all 
proceedings tending to produce riot and con- 
fuſion : in other words, the chief magiſtrate 
commands us to obſerve the law of the land, 

The national law is the moſt folemn and 
conſummate production of the nation's will 
in the ſeaſon of diſpaſſionate thought, and of 
the moſt impartial and wideſt views; it is the 
ſteadieſt and brighteſt ray from the orb of 
Experience, after having ſtreamed ſlowly, 
with increaſing luſtre, through a ſeries of 
ages ; therefore when its light reaches us, we 
acknowledge the majeſtic luminary from which 
it flowed, Shall then the quick-enkindled, 
the diminutive taper, glimmering from the 
mud-raiſed hovel of vanity—ſhall then the 
haſty meteor, arifing from the black barren 
and peſtilential fens of Infidelity, become our 
guides, 
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guides, inſtead of the law of the realm, and 
the law of God himſelf ? Shall this new 
and intruded light from an alien and ſuſ- 
picious quarter, become our leader, inſtead of 
our old; and our own luminary ? Shall we 
on a ſadden deſert that wiſdom and ſobriety 
of intellect, which once n den our 
countrymen ? 

Great and ſacred is the power of — 
ment; but the manners of a whole people, 
like themſelves, have the ſuperior power. 


The moſt wiſe and virtuous government on 


earth, cannot ſecure the ſalvation of that ſtate, 
whoſe people are not alſo wiſe and virtuous, 
keep themſelves quietly within their reſpective 
lines, and take their direction from thoſe, 
who, from the ſummit of the Rate, have the 
wideſt proſpect of its exigencies ; and if they 
have not honour enough to ſupport their own 
rulers, and conſiſtency enough to reverence 
their own laws. But our's is a conſtitution, in 
Church and State, fo temperately and delibe- 
rately compoſed, fo continually improving, 
and ſo open in diſpoſition, habit, and {ſpirit 
to improvement, that nothing but the moſt 
incorrigible perverſeneſs, and impetuoſity of 

ſelfiſh 
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ſelfiſh pravity, can induce any one to wiſh its 
deſtruction. Nevertheleſs, at the very inſtant 
that the ſupreme magiſtrate proclaims the 
exiſtence of ſuch an attempt, the patriotic 
government has given a decree. in favour 
of liberty, which entitles it to everlaſting 
hanour, and univerſal gratitude. And at the 
ſame time that our harraſſed country aſks for 
the healing pauſe of peace, and the utmoſt 
ability and virtue at the helm, are confeſſedly 
labouring (when the labour aſks uncommon 
{kill and exertion) to preſerve it, and make a 
due improvement of the bleſſing— even at a 
criſis like this, the moſt ſeditious attempts 
are made to raiſe an univerſal ſpirit of diſ- 
content in an obliged people; and to demoliſh 
that conſtitution of their country, which after 
trial, and in the iſſue, has appeared, and never 
more than now, the beſt proviſion which was 
ever made by human wiſdom, under all the 
lights of Experience, for the ſecurity of life 
and property, the advancement. of national 
honour and proſperity, and of every art and 
ſcience which diverſify the pleaſures, poliſh 
the manners, ſecure the comforts, improve 


the heart, and ſtrengthen the underſtanding 
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of man. The rapid ſtrides of Licentionſneſi 
at once demonſtrate and endanger the exiſtence 
of Freedom. If our adverſaries ſhould tell us 
that our conſtitution in Church and State is 
not perfect, we ſmile at the needleſs infor- 
mation; for what human inſtitution is perfect? 
To their libels on our conſtitution, we oppoſe 
the praiſes of it beſtowed by the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed men in foreign nations, to the exiſting 
weight or reputation of this country over the 
whole earth. If the few aſſault the many with 
contempt, the rights of mankind are aſſerted, 
and that reſpect is claimed for the latter, to 
which they are in general entitled from the 
former. If government is invaded with menace, 
the reverence paid to government in all ages 
and nations, the reverence by which it exiſts 
is demanded. To the theories of our enemies, 
we oppoſe the practicable ; to their viſions, 
the deductions of experience; and to their 
harſh roar of innovation, the more melodious 
muſic of improvement. When they tall of 
the rights of men, we act as if we underſtood 
them; and when they ſay that the governed 
have always a right to deſtroy the old con- 
ſtitution and create a new, we ſay how often? 
and 
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and cannot meet with an anſwer but in our 
own breaſts. When they attack, and would ; 
level all orders—the royal, the noble, and the N 3 
elerical upon the plea of ſupporting the 


rights of man, we reverence the rights which 


have exiſted time immemorially ; a ſyſtem, 
which, ſubſtantially, muſt ever exiſt, the moſt 
probable depoſitory of hereditary honour and 
virtue, and an arrangement favourable to the 
moſt beautiful diſplay of the human character; 
and in the deſtruction of the preſent form, 
we tremble at the miſeries which injuſtice 
would occaſion. Selfiſhneſs ruſhes into action, 
nor is impelled by mercy to contemplate on the 
conſequences ; and if in ſome we pity their 
ignorance of their own intereſt, we reprobate 
with horror in others the alarming appeal 
which they make to the breaſts of the inferior 
and moſt ignorant part of mankind : it is a 
deſperate attempt to blow up a volcano, 
whoſe ravage no conjecture can calculate, but 
every one muſt dread, who conſiders the ſtill 
lingering monuments of the like in far diſtant 
ages. When we ſee them ſtrike at the 
principle of eftabliſbing Religion, to ſuch as 
err from a blameleſs error of judgment, or 


an 
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an exceſs of reſpectable piety, we ſay, are ye 
not unintentionally anjuſt in this attempt? 
has not the Supreme power a right to beſtow 
its property in the way that it judges the beſt? 
But to thoſe who it in the ſeat of the ſcorner 
Infidelity, on whoſe darkneſs the light ſhineth, 
and yet their darkneſs will not comprehend 
it; to them we ſay, we behold you in this 
attempt, as aiming a ſecond ſpear at the fide 
of the univerſal Saviour; and therefore we 
receive the proclamation of our religious 
Sovereign, as a ſuggeſtion from him to protect 
ourſelves from a return into that darkneſs, into 
which ſo many once-enlightened nations are 
now plunged. 

But, my brethren, whatever cauſe we may 
have for caution, reſpecting the agents of ſedi- 
tion, we have not a ſhadow of ground for deſpon- 
dence—poſlcfling all the requiſite arms of de- 
fence, if we will but uſe them. More eſpecially 
for this purpoſe, take unto you the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to withſtand m this 
evil day, and having done all to ſtand. Stand, 
therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaſi-plate of rigb- 
teouſneſs ; and your feet ſhod with the preparation 
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of the goſpel of peace; above all, taking the 
ſhield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of theſe wicked ones. 

For thus effectually armed, admoniſhed, 
inſtructed, and qualified, we ſhall become 
righteous and juſt men, doing to every one as 
we would be done by—obedient, for conſcience 
ſake, to thoſe who are ſet over us exact 
obſervers of the law of the land, neither 
infringing it ourſelves, or abetting, on any 
account whatſoever, the infringement of it 
by others. We ſhall quietly mind our re- 
ſpective buſineſſes, nor prate ourſelves into 
fancied legiſlators, at the expence of neglecting 
that temporal calling, which is at once to 
ourſelves the moſt innocent engagement of our 
time; and to our families and country, the 
moſt laudable and profitable, We ſhall be 
peaceable—we ſhall honour all men—we ſhall 
be ready to return good for evil, and to ſubdue 
an enemy into a friend, by a ſuperior gentleneſs, 
courteſy, and kindneſs : acting thus, we, for 
our part, ſhall do what we can to prevent 
thoſe ill humours which diſturb the public 
peace; and thus being unconſcious of guilt 
reſpecting our country, we ſhall indignantly 
| reject 
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WM reject every attempt in others to render us the 


inſtruments of unquiet and ſeditious deſigns. 
Finally, armed with the ſhield of Faith, and 
thus communing with God, and looking for- 
wards with hope to heaven, we ſhall be able 
on this ſhield to quench the moſt fiery darts 
of the wicked ones, who ſhall not be able to 
impreſs one wound upon us, or to daunt us in 
every legal effort we can reſpectively make 
for the defence of thoſe laws, human and 
divine, with which the goodneſs of God has 
ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed and bleſſed us, in 
order to our happineſs as individuals and as a 
people, and as the only means of our temporal 
proſperity, and eternal ſalvation. 
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